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Who Are Diverse Learners?
How Do We Reach Them?

Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy Superintendent
Student Learning and Achievement
Diverse Learner Team
Oklahoma State Department of Education
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Todayos Agenda

A10 min. Overview of Diverse Learners

A20 min. Diverse Learner Profiles i Beginning the
Conversationé

A15 min. Strategies for Equitable Access to Learning

A5 min. Reflections and Next Step i One Small Thing
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Why Is It Important to Address the Needs of
Diverse Learners?

Students in our classrooms are more diverse across many categories,
Including linguistics, culture, geography and socioeconomics.

In a classroom of 24 students today, between 10 and 12 students (40-50%) are
living in poverty, have a disability or learning difference, are English
learners, are gifted or talented, are experiencing challenges at home or in
their communities that result in trauma, or some combination of the above
and each of whom research shows needs differentiated approaches to

learning.

The Growing Diversity I n Todayos Cl as
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Who Are Diverse Learners?

Diverse learners include children and students of
all abilities from racially, ethnically, culturally, and
linguistically diverse communities and
backgrounds.
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Types of Diversity

AGender ASexual Orientation
AEthnicity ASocioeconomic
ALinguistic AReligion
AAcademic Ability/Disability ACulture

(Gifted, LD, etc.) APersonal Backgrounds and
APhysical Ability/Disability Experiences
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How Do We Reach
Diverse Learners?

ARecog Nnize diversity by identifying types of diversity and
distinguishing degrees of variance within each type.

AAccommodate diversity by creating a classroom

environment that allows every student to achieve his or her
per sonal best within the real m

Avalue diversity by moving from tolerance to acceptance,

modeling and fostering accepting attitudes in the classroom,
and embracing diversity as an integral component to our society

as a whole. engageok
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What Is Purpose of
the Diverse Learner Team?

The diverse learning team Is a divergence of
disciplines coming together to build awareness,
provide support, and establish a coherent
framework to better serve diverse learners.
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Diverse Learner Team

Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy Superintendent Student Learning &
Achievement Cindy.Koss@sde.ok.gov

Lori Chesnut, Program Specialist
Lori.Chesnut@sde.ok.gov

Robbyn Glinsmann, Director Gifted and Talented Education
Robbyn.Glinsmann@sde.ok.gov
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Diverse Learner Team

Yuseli Freire, English Language Proficiency & Monitoring Specialist
Yuseli.Freire@sde.ok.gov

Julian Guerrero, Jr., Executive Director American Indian Education
Julian.Guerrero@sde.ok.gov

Jennifer McKay, Senior Director Early Childhood Education
Jennifer.McKay@sde.ok.gov

engageok

ON THE ROAD


mailto:Yuseli.Freire@sde.ok.gov
mailto:marissa.lightsey@sde.ok.gov
mailto:Jennifer.McKay@sde.ok.gov

12

Equity Self-Assessment

. Accepts and values students from diverse cultures &

linguistic backgrounds & ability groups and treat all students
equitably.

.Recognizesst udent so0 | earning styl

diversity and provides for a range of learning activities.

. Employs techniques useful in creating climate of

openness, mutual respect, support & inquiry.
Recognizes the cultural, linguistic, and experiential
diversity of students.
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Equity Self-Assessment

. Provides teaching techniques & strategies to effectively

Instruct all students.

. Values the importance of family & family structure to the

iIndividual learner.

. Provides learning situations which will encourage the

student to practice skills and gain knowledge needed in a
diverse society.

. Promotes student responsibility, appropriate social

behavior, integrity, valuing of diversity & honesty through
learning activities. engageok
shorturl.at/gmIKZ _ N THEROND




Diverse Learner Profile: Think of a Student in Your Classroom/School

Think and Feel

What really
matters to them?

What do they hear in What do they see in
their environment? their environment?

What do influencers say What do they see in

that impacts their their future?
thinking?

Pain Gain

What obstacles What does *engageok
are they facing? B success look like? OF THE ROAD
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Diverse Learners

We invite you to join a group where you can
challenge yourself to learn more.
We suggest a minimum of 5 per group!

AAmerican Indian Students
AEarly Childhood Students
AEnNglish Learners

AGifted and Talented Students
AStudents With Disabilities

engageok
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Diverse Learners

Each group will discuss one diverse learner profile and
consider learner characteristics and needs and potential
opportunities for student supports.

nat really matters to the students?

nat o
nat o
nat o

nat o

0 the students see/hear in their environment?
0 they see in their future?

o influencers say that impacts their thinking?
oes success look like for these students?

AReflect i What new ideas have you learned? What do you see

as your next steps?

16
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Diverse Learner Student Profile Example

Diverse Learner Student Profile — English Learner

Who is Isaac? See and Hear in Environment

Demographics and Abilities

Community and Home

= A6-year-old 99 -grader, Hispanic/Latino = Lrban school district
= Advanced in math; below basic in English = Father is the main breadwinner and
language arts works at a warehouse 12 hours a day
= Possesses Basic Interpersonal = Mother takes care of children in their home
Communication Skills (BICs) = Father has an 8" grade education in
= Entered the United States 2 years ago Mexico, mother dropped out in 119 grade
= Embamassed to participate or speak aloud in Mexico
in class due to his accent = Plays soccer outside with neighborhood
= [Interested in science and mathematics kids after school
= Has to work twice as hard to understand
classwork
Isaac

What is success to Isaac? What really matters to Isaac?
Interests and Aspirations Opportunities and Resources

= Wanits to be the first to graduate from high

school and go to college = He wants to be a role model to his
= He wanis to get a good job to help his brothers

parents buy a houss = His family is the most important thing to
= He has started thinking about becoming an himn

aenginear because it pays well = He wants to leam English so he can help
= He loves playing soccer translate for his Ffamiby

= ‘Wanits to make his parents prouwud

17 Oklahoma State Department of Education Divverse Learner Profile — English Learmer Engage Ok 2019
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Diverse Learners

Each group will discuss one diverse learner profile and
consider learner characteristics and needs and potential
opportunities for student supports.

nat really matters to the students?

nat o
nat o
nat o

nat o

0 the students see/hear in their environment?
0 they see in their future?

o influencers say that impacts their thinking?
oes success look like for these students?

AReflect i What new ideas have you learned? What do you see

as your next steps?
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WHO IS THIS LEARNER?
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WHY IT MATTERS

OKL AHOMA PRE-K

GIFTED &

TALENTED
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WHO IS THIS LEARNER?

Gifted and talented students are identified at

the preschool, el yand dary level

as students who have potential high academic
capabilities and need differentiated or accelerated
education or services.

In order to ensure all student populations

have the opportunity for gifted and talented
services, Oklah has established guideli

for identification. There are two ways for school
districts to identify gifted students:

Category 1 - Students who score in the top
3% on any national standardized assessment of
intellectual ability.

Category 2 - Students who excel in one or
more of the following areas: creative thinking,
leadership, visual or performing arts and
specific academic ability as identified through a
multicriteria process.

Gifted education in Oklahoma is mandated by

state law. Each district is required to identify and

serve their gifted population and must maintain an
pdated Gifted Education P!

WHY IT MATTERS

As Oklahoma's student
population grows more diverse,
it is important to find ways to
ensure access and opportunity
are available to all students.

Oklahoma Gifted Student
Demographic Data for 2018-19:

+ 95,078 were identified and served.

+ 38,162 were identified in the
top 3%.

56,884 were identified by
multiple criteria.

267 had disabilities.

+ 11,885 were American Indian or
Alaskan Native.

3,569 were Asian.

3,822 were African American.

184 Native Hawaiian or Pacific
Islander.

55,245 were White.

+ 9,046 were Multi-racial.

OKLAHOMA TE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIVERSE LEARNER TEAM

Diverse

| earner Briefs

AMERICAN INDIAN

EDUCATI

ON

WHO IS THIS LEARNER?

American Indian students represent 13.5%
of the Oklahoma student population. There
is no simple characterization of a “typical”
American Indian student. More than 70% of
school districts are located within one of the
39 sovereign Tribal Nations.

American Indian students are likely to have
multiple tribal affiliations (i.e., Choctaw,
Comanche and Pawnee). Federal law only
recognizes American Indian people for
citizenship and enrollment in one Tribal
Nation despite multiple affiliations.

Click here to view a map of the 39 Oklahoma
Tribal Jurisdictions.
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WHY IT MATTERS

* There are approximately
130,000 American Indian
students enrolled in Oklahoma
public schools.

*92% of Oklahoma American
Indian students are enrolled in
public schools, while only 8%
are enrolled in Bureau of Indian
Education (BIE) schools.

+8.7% of American Indian children
in Oklahoma are age 5 and under.

* 46% of American Indian students
attend rural schools.

* Nearly 50% of 4'"- and 8'"-grade
American Indian students have
never been exposed to their own
Native language in local school
curriculum.

« Oklahoma American Indian
students consistently outperform
their American Indian peers in
other states.

AHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIVERSE LEARNER TEAM
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